
AFRICA DAY
BIOGRAPHIES

Bogolo Joy Kenewendo is a global economist with deep expertise in international trade and 
development. She is a former Minister of Investment, Trade and Industry in Botswana, 
focuses on Pan-African development and has a passion for accelerating digitisation and 
innovation across the continent. During her time as minister, she implemented reforms to 
signi�cantly improve the ease of doing business, to open domestic and international 
markets, and to position the country to succeed in the global value chains and the digital 
economy. During her tenure, she was the youngest cabinet minister in Africa and in 
Botswana’s history.

Kenewendo is also a vocal advocate for gender equity and the protection of children’s rights. 
She has received global recognition for her work, which includes being appointed as a 
member of the G7 Gender Equality Advisory Council, as a Senior Africa Advisor to Jack Ma 
Foundation and Africa Business Heroes and on the Jury for the FAO Africa Innovation Prize.
 
Kenewendo is also a member of the United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres’ 
High-Level Panel on Digital Cooperation and group on Financing for Development, a 
member of the World Economic Forum (WEF) Global Future Council on Global Public Goods 
in the Fourth Industrial Revolution, and a WEF Young Global Leader. 

She currently serves as Managing Director of Kenewendo Advisory, is a non-resident fellow 
at the Center for Global Development and sits on several corporate boards.
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Victor Konde is a scienti�c affairs of�cer of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa. He holds a PhD in biochemistry (United Kingdom) and is a post-doctoral alumnus of 
Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government. He is the founder of the African 
Technology Development Forum (ATDF, Geneva/Switzerland), managing partner of ATDF 
Entrepreneurship Hub (Lusaka, Zambia) and co-founder of the Zambian Society for 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. He is a fellow of the World Academy of Arts and 
Science, a reviewer of the SANBio (Pretoria, South Africa), technical advisor and trainer on 
innovation policies and innovation governance for the Science Granting Council Project in 
Africa and the managing editor of the ATDF Journal. 

Konde has over 25 years of post-graduate work experience in the private and public sectors. 
He has developed and managed various institutional and country programmes and has 
seeded and overseen the development of �rms. His current areas of interest and expertise 
include the promotion of innovation and entrepreneurship policies and strategies, 
intellectual asset management, technology transfer, innovation funding models and 
development of business models, especially for the youth. 
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Tshilidzi Marwala is an accomplished scholar with multidisciplinary research interests that 
include the theory and application of arti�cial intelligence to engineering, computer 
science, �nance, social science and medicine. He has an extensive track record in human 
capacity development and has published 23 books on arti�cial intelligence. Marwala is the 
vice-chancellor and principal of the University of Johannesburg. Before that, he was the 
deputy vice-chancellor for research and internationalisation and the executive dean of 
engineering and the built environment, also at the University of Johannesburg. He is the 
chair of the Africa Health Research Institute, a member of the Namibian 4IR Task Team and 
a trustee of the Nelson Mandela Foundation.
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Apolitical Academy Southern Africa

Sithembile Mbete 

Sithembile Mbete is the Director of Programmes of Futurelect, a non-pro�t and non-partisan 
political training programme for emerging public leaders in Southern Africa. She is a 
tenured senior lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of Pretoria 
(UP) where she teaches international relations and South African politics. She is a visiting 
researcher at the African Leadership Centre at King’s College London. 

Mbete completed her PhD in International Relations at UP in 2018. Her research interests 
include global governance and global order with a focus on the United Nations, women’s 
leadership in global governance, South African foreign policy and global populism. Mbete 
has published in accredited journals. Her work has also been published by think tanks and 
research institutions. Her research has been funded by the National Institute for Humanities 
and Social Science, the National Research Foundation, the Social Science Research Council 
and the Mellon Foundation. 

Social Coding

Thembiso Magajana 

Recently recognized as one of South Africa’s 100 most in�uential young people, Magajana 
is a self-described inclusion activist and technophile who partners with corporates, 
government, and family foundations to help bring digital inclusion to rural communities. 

An award-winning social entrepreneur, Magajana has been recognised as one of the 50 
most inspiring women in technology and received the Margaret Hirsch Heroine Award. She 
is also a World Economic Forum Global Shaper, A TEDx Speaker, and Spark*International 
Alumni, and in 2020, she was invited as a judge for the Global Citizen Youth Leadership 
Award, which saw a young entrepreneur from Rwanda win $250 000 USD.



She joined UP from The Presidency of South Africa where she was a researcher in the 
secretariat of the National Planning Commission. She contributed to the drafting of the 
National Development Plan.
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Konehali Gugushe

Konehali Gugushe is the chief executive of�cer for the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund 
(NMCF). The fund’s vision is to change the way society treats its children and youth and 
Gugushe strives to be an active participant in shaping a better future for generations to 
come, particularly contributing towards better social cohesion and community 
development.  

She has a passion for African development and youth empowerment. Much of her career 
has been dedicated to developing corporate governance and social responsibility for the 
bene�t of children and communities across the region. 

Gugushe believes in a people-centred approach to leadership. Her tenacity has paved her 
journey cultivating meaningful relationships throughout her professional career while 
taking on diverse roles. She is a development Chartered Accountant (SA) with more than 20 
years professional experience in the �nancial services sector and development �nance. 

Through her career and various leadership roles, Gugushe  has developed a broad range of 
technical expertise and strong leadership qualities. She joined the NMCF at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and successfully stabilised and transformed the organisation through 
the turbulent period.



Dr Tiisetso Lephoto Foundation 

Tiisetso Elizabeth Lephoto

Dr Tiisetso Elizabeth Lephoto is the founder of the Dr Tiisetso Lephoto Foundation and  
Nematech Biosciences. She is passionate about science, agriculture and innovation and has 
expertise in insect pest control and management in farms and agricultural industries. Her 
research includes having discovered indigenous microscopic worms with the ability to 
infect and kill insects within 24–48 hours. Lephoto completed her PhD at the University of 
Witwatersrand (Wits) in 2015 at the age of 26, becoming one of the youngest PhD graduates 
in the �eld of cell and molecular biology. She is a lecturer in microbiology and 
biotechnology at Wits with 3 years of postdoctoral research experience.  Lephoto has 
presented her research in South Africa, Saudi Arabia, the USA, Kenya, Australia, and Dubai. 
She is a multi-award-winning scientist with published papers in national and international 
journals. She has mentored and supervised several master’s and honours  students and a 
PhD student at the Wits School of Molecular and Cell Biology.

Lephoto is a member of the national advisory council on innovation and the South African 
Council For Natural Scienti�c Professions. Having completed a metagenomics course in 
Dubai (2019), she is currently collaborating with a biotechnology genome sequencing 
company in Dubai. In the Entrepreneurship Competition held in Saudi Arabia in 2019, she 
was one of the Top 100 global entrepreneurs selected for a global boot camp. She triumphed 
as one of the Top 16 semi-�nalists for her presentation on Nematech Biosciences. She 
founded this company in 2019 to expose regions outside of South Africa to innovative 
agricultural practices that contribute to socio-economic wellbeing and sustainable 
behaviours.

Lephoto is passionate about youth development and mentorship and has inspired and 
motivated thousands of learners in primary and high schools through her community work 
in collaboration with GoMaths Foundation. She has successfully managed several projects 
including Yes we are moving and TiiMoves, which involved collecting books, toiletries and 
clothes for children in orphanages. In recognition for her community involvement, she was 
selected as one of 30 global emerging leaders in a forum held in the USA. She was also 
professionally mentored and interned as a software consultant at Illumina Inc in San 
Francisco in 2016. 



Mdu Mkhonza is a digital and green economy transformation activist. With over 29 years of 
digital economy research, he is the director and a senior researcher at Teka Tako Ngwane 
Institute, a research, advisor and signature projects executor company he established in 
2019. Mkhonza’s primary area of study is the Afrocentric digital economy, viz. its potential to 
leapfrog the fourth industrial revolution (4IR) and lead the �fth. He is the brains behind the 
InnovArt Hub/Platform – a disruptive innovation support programme driven by abstract art 
(arts, culture and heritage) in combination with 4IR technologies to unlock the potential, 
inclusiveness, and resilience of the digital and green economies. The InnovArt BootCamp 
prepares participants for the project incubation phase of the programme.

Mkhonza also serves as the research director of ICT service planning and architecture at 2063 
Research, Advisory and Collaborative non-pro�t organisation where he was recently 
involved in the SALGA’s ICT Corporate Governance Policy Framework Assessment of more 
than 30 municipalities around the country. He is the former chairperson of 2063 Innovation 
Network Cooperative, former president of the Black IT Forum, former chairperson of the 
KwaZulu-Natal ICT Cluster Forum, former information systems and technology lecturer at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN), a former member of the ICT BBBEE Council, former 
CEO at Akha-Unique Telecoms, former Managing Director of Qinos Third World Technologies, 
former CEO at UKZN’s Embizeni Innovation Support Centre, former deputy director at the 
Strategic Planning and Development Unit (Mpumalanga Of�ce of the Premier), and a current 
Alan Gray Orbit mentor.

An abstract artist, a mental health activist, teacher, mentor and coach.
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